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the spirit and letter of the text." And it is added with 
some plausibility that an " expurgated copy of the Bible 
which gave all its barbarous passages, and omitted all the 
humane ones " might convey as unfavorable an impression 
of the teachings of the Old Testament. 

The statement is also made that the orthodox Jews in 
England and America are Talmudists as well as those in 
Russia, yet they are not on that account seditious. 

That the Hebrews consider themselves liberated in any 
formal way from obligations is denied, and the matter is 
explained by saying that on a certain day — the day of atone- 
ment — "the hasty vows that have been forgotten dur- 
ing the year are remitted by special prayer." 

What the Christian world ought to demand for the Jew is 
that he shall be dealt with, not according to the hatred which 
has sought to make him despicable in the eyes of the world, 
nor yet according to that sentimentalism which would 
palliate any misconduct committed by Hebrews, but accord- 
ing to the principles of simple justice. There have been 
two sides to every question of political persecution, and it 
would be strange if this were entirely a one-sided case. It 
is absurd to treat as serfs a people whose ancestry excels 
in splendor that of any other people on earth ; and it is 
equally wrong to overlook immoral or disloyal conduct 
simply because it is committed by an Israelite. 

More Jews find a home in Russia to-day than in any 
other nation. They have abundance of wealth, and if 
Jewish wrath should become generally provoked, Russia 
might find herself yet in a humiliating position. Persecu- 
tion is apt to recoil on the persecutor, and should this prove 
true in the case of Russia, she need not expect much sym- 
pathy from this side of the Atlantic. 



Editorial Notes. 



It is an old saying that " Hebrew roots thrive best on 
barren ground." This, if true, speaks well for the soil of 
the Christian ministry, which, judged from this stand-point, 
would seem to be very fertile, — only here and there a 
sterile spot. Is it not a fact worthy of consideration, that 
of the men who have entered the Christian ministry 
probably not more than Jive per cent, make any use of the 
language in which the larger portion of God's word has 
been handed down to us ? It is safe to say that not fifty 
per cent, have ever pronounced a Hebrew word. . And yet 
these are but little worse off than the graduates of our semi- 
naries, the most of whom either sell their Hebrew Bibles 
upon receiving their diplomas, or lay them carefully aside 
on an upper shelf where they remain untouched. Some, 
to be sure, at first pretend to examine in the original their 
0. T. texts, but this is soon outgrown. Scarcely one in a 
thousand in any proper sense "keeps up" his Hebrew. 
Comment is superfluous. 

Radical or Conservative, that is the question. In these 
days of " new ideas " and " new theories," it is but natural 
that men, in responsible positions, should be closely observed 
with reference to the views which they teach. Is Dr. 
Delitzsch, for example, a conservative, as most Americans 
maintain ? Or are his views, perhaps, radical from our 



American stand-point, but conservative when viewed from 
the German stand-point ? It is important that the position 
of American Old Testament scholars should be known, and 
the time has come when their opinions must be published. 
It is not for a moment to be supposed that the questions 
of criticism, which to-day agitate the German world, are 
treated with indifference by Americans. We have men 
who have studied this subject thoroughly. Let them give 
us the results of their study. Yet right here great care 
is needed. More injury may be done by a single paper 
than can be undone by years of subsequent labor. " Make 
haste slowly" should be the ruling principle, i/" changes 
are to come, they must come gradually. 

It is a matter of no small pleasure to call the attention 
of our readers to any signs indicative of an increasing 
interest in Hebrew study. All who believe that the min- 
ister, "the messenger of Jehovah of hosts," should be 
thoroughly acquainted with the message which Jehovah 
has given to men, will rejoice at any step taken to promote 
a deeper and broader study of that message. In a promi- 
nent Eastern seminary measures are being taken to estab- 
lish a second chair of Hebrew, by which a more thorough 
elementary instruction in the principles of the language 
maybe secured. Three.possibly more, of our seminaries have 
assistant professors in the department of the Old Testament. 
It will be remembered that not long since one man 
performed the duties of both the Old and New Testaments 
departments. Western seminaries are not yet financially 
able to take such steps ; but the increasing interest and im- 
portance of this department are manifested in other ways. 
The following letter speaks for itself. We wish that this 
generous offer of Dr. Curtiss might cost him a thousand 
dollars : 
Dbab Fbiends : 

I offer to the members of the incoming Middle and 
Senior Classes of Chicago Theological Seminary, the follow- 
ing prizes for work done in Hebrew during the "Reading 
Term" of 1883. 

1. For the best examination, $50.00. 

3. For the teeond best, - 25.00. 

3. To all who secure 75 per cent, of the marks and who 
do not obtain the first two prizes, Delitzseh's valuable commen- 
tary on Isaiah, in 2 volumes. 

The examination will be on the Hebrew of the first Book 
of Samuel, with such references as occur in the index of 
Gesenius' Grammar, and the first eleven sections of Dr. Har- 
per's Hebrew Vocabularies, and will be wrilten. It will be 
held on September 14th. Those who intend to try for the 
prizes are asked to communicate at once with me, that I may 
order the requisite number of commentaries. 

Tours very truly, 

SAMUEL IVES CURTISS, 

364 W. Washington Street. 
Chicago, May 39, 1883. 

Much valuable matter, in type, has been crowded out of 
this issue. The fact is, the Student must be enlarged, as 
was proposed in the first number, to 32, or at least 24 
pages. That a subscription list of sufficient size to justify 
this enlargement, can be raised, we are satisfied ; but will 
it be ? Of one point be assured : however satisfactory the 
contents of the paper, however energetic the publisher, 
the aid and co-operation of every subscriber, of every friend 
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of the enterprise will not only be needful but absolutely 
necessary to make it succeed. Again, earnestly and 
urgently we ask for the assistance of those who are in- 
terested in the project. One minister has sent a list of 
thirty subscribers, another a list of twenty-four, another of 
fourteen, and many others have rendered aid in this way. 
It would not take many such friends to enable us to furnish 
a larger, and of course, better journal. 

The International Sunday School Lessons for 1883 will 
be in Acts during the first and second quarters, and in 
Joshua, Judges, Ruth and / Samuel, during the third and 
fourth quarters. It is believed that the studies in the Old 
Testament will be welcomed by most Bible students. The 
propriety of devoting an entire year and a half to the New 
Testament is doubtful. There are many reasons why, at 
the present time, especial attention should be given in the 
Sunday School to the 0. T. It is true that most teachers 
find it more difficult to teach, but is this a reason why it 
should not be studied ? It is nothing but the lack of an 
acquaintance with the true interpretation of many facts 
of the 0. T. that makes so many of the young skeptically 
inclined. If teachers would fit themselves better for their 
work, and not shirk the responsibility laid upon them, there 
would probably be more conversions from the Sunday 
School. If the questions involving scientific, historical 
and moral difficulties are not to be studied in the Sunday 
School, where will they be studied ? 



The interest in the series of articles by Prof. Curtiss increases with 
every article. Only one more of the series remains, which will be 
published in our next issue. 

Another rather severe handling of Prof. Smith will repay the 
attention of our readers. 

"The Studyof the Talmud" will be followed in succeeding num- 
bers by other articles in the same line, by the same writer. 

The "Theses on Pentateuch Criticism," published in the last num- 
ber, which we supposed appeared there for the first time, were 
printed in the Independent of April 27, 1881. We are sorry for the 
mistalie; they were however worthy of a second publication. 

" Kussla and the Jews " is not strictly in the line of the Old Testa- 
ment, but may be permitted perhaps to pass as such. 

"The Old Testament Literature of 1881 " is long, but nowhere else 
will so much valuable information on the subject be found in so com- 
pact a form. On account of its length, the department of " Ques- 
tions Answered " is crowded out. 

A criticism of Delltzsch's Hebrew New Testament, by Dr. B. Fel- 
senthal, Kabbi of Zion Synagogue, Chicago, is held over for the next 
number, which will also contain Longfellow's " Excelsior," translat- 
ed into Hebrew verse. 

At the request of many subscribers, the STtroBNT will hereafter 
be paged successively, and thus rendered more valuable when bound 
or filed away. A complete topical index will be furnished with the 
last number of each volume. 



The American Israelite (Cincinnati) Eahhi Isaac 
M. Wise, Editor, in an editorial on The Hebrew Student 
says ; It is our humble opinion that not only sectarianism 
but also infidelity and materialism, positivism and atheism 
would be less flourishing in this country, if more thorough 
attention had been paid to the Old Testament, its lan- 
guage and literature by those whose business it is to be 
well-informed on those -topics. Therefore we hold the ap- 
pearance of The Hebrew Student as a well-designed 
enterprise to arouse among Christian students the desire 
of acquiring substantial knowledge of the Old Testament 
literature and interpretation, especially of the languages 

indispensably necessary to such a knowledge, and we 

recommend it to our readers as an enterprise worthy of 
support. 



THE SILOAM INSCRIPTION 

^^Titaa. a, S-u-grgf est ed. Traaasl sttioaa . 
BY 

Rev. H. B. Waterman. 

While exploring the environs of Jerusalem alone, I 
visited the underground channel which conducts the water 
to the Pool of Siloam. As I attempted to return I was 
surprised, and not a little frightened, to meet a tall and 
portly Bedouin, who completely blockaded the passage. I 
had no words with him however, as my revolver spoke a 
language he seemed to understand ; for he beat a hasty 
retreat. I am now ready to maintain that that Arab pre- 
vented my discovering the ancient inscription in old 
Phoenician characters carved near the spot. 

This discovery was recently made in the following sin- 
gular manner : 

In July, 1880, one of the pupils of Mr. Schick, a Ger- 
man architect, while playing with some other lads, slipped 
and fell into the water. On getting up, he noticed what 
seemed to be letters on the rocky wall of the channel. 
He informed Mr. Shick, who visited the spot soon after 
and copied the inscription. 

The channel is the ancient aqueduct which conveys the 
water of the Virgin's Pool to the Pool of Siloam. 

The passage which connects the two pools has been 
explored by Robinson, Warren, and others. The roof is 
flat rather than arched, but the floor is hollowed into a 
groove for the passage of the water. 

The inscription is in a niche about nineteen feet from 
where it opens out into the Pool of Siloam. It consists of 
six lines, in characters about half an inch in height. 

In February, 1881, Rev. A. H. Sayce succeeded in mak- 
ing a copy with great difficulty. He says it was necessary 
for him to sit in the water, in a cramped position, for two 
or three hours, fighting the mosquitoes, and with only the 
light of a candle to work by. As the letters were filled in 
with lime deposited from the water, they could only be 
distinguished by tracing the white marks of the lime upon 
the dark surface of the rock. 

On the 15th of July following, Lieuts. Mautell and 
Conder took a squeeze from the inscription after it had 
been treated with hydrochloric acid to remove the lime. 

The inscription is the oldest Hebrew record of the kind 
yet discovered. It is an early contemporaneous specimen 
of the language of the Old Testament, written in that 
ancient form of Phoenician alphabet already known to us 
from the Moabite stone. We accordingly assign it to the 
age of Solomon, when great public works were construct- 
ing at Jerusalem. The construction of such a tunnel 
implies both skill and wealth. It is no wonder that one of 
the workmen, perhaps the chief engineer himself, recorded 
the successful completion of the undertaking in writing. 

The Hebrew text here given has been obtained by a 
careful comparison of the sketch made by Mr. Sayce with 
the squeeze taken by Lieut. Conder : 

"nj^n . nDpjn . -i^t . n^n . n^^ : T}:^'p^{'n) . p i 

. i'?y(n . D)n(vnn) 
rrDK . ^b^ . m;?ai . i;^-) . •?« . B'K . fnjrr 2 
ptTK . ':'p . Ko (?.... an"? 



